THE PEACE CONFERENCE         321
rest. He kept to his habit of holding his hos-
pitable and homely breakfasts. He would some-
times take a Sunday off for a motor-drive to
Fontainebleau with his friends. On such occa-
sions he would talk no politics, but would in-
dulge that precious capacity for gay and happy
recreation which has so often been his salva-
tion.
The negotiations, after long delay, ended with
a final speed-up. President Wilson, on his re-
turn from his visit to America in February, in-
sisted on the inclusion of the League of Nations
in the Peace Treaty, and there was a rapid pro-
cess of redrafting. On May 6th the draft was
completed, and it was presented at Versailles
to the German Foreign Minister, Cfount Brock-
dorff-Eantzau5 on May 7th. There followed six
weeks of parley with Germany, which led to
some important modifications in regard to the
Saar Valley, the Polish Corridor, and Silesia.
During this final crisis Mr. Lloyd George played
the part of a bold and fearless conciliator : and
he tried in every permissible way to make the
peace possible for Germany's acceptance. Presi-
dent Wilson, on the other hand, hardened, and
took the view that he was pledged to support
the Treaty as now framed. But Mr. Lloyd
George gained some important points, and by
softening the terms certainly added to the hope
of future peace in Europe.
On June 22nd the German Assembly ratified
the Treaty, and on June 29th it was signed
at  Versailles   by  the   German   envoys.    Mr.
Lloyd George returned to England  and  elo-
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